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The editors are in need of a photo and brief 
description of one of our member’s cars 
for the “Here’s My Ride” feature for the 
October issue of the newsletter. 
 
Who will be the first to respond?  Please 
send your photo and article to us at 
ekonsmo@msn.com. 
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Information to be considered for submittal in to the newsletter 

needs to be received by the 25th of the month. Please send your information as an e-mail or attach it to your e-mail in 
word document form.  If you have problems or questions, call Ed or Pam at 253-845-2288.  Please e-mail your submittal 
to: ekonsmo@msn.com. 
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IT’S UPDATE TIME!  As I am sure everyone knows a car restoration can be a very rewarding and also a very 
frustrating experience.  Well, we are at the frustrating stage.  For the past two months it seems as though we 
have taken one step forward and two steps backward each week in an effort to complete the ’50 on time. 

Here’s a small list of what we had to conquer.  A  NOS radiator was installed in the car with a bad seam. A 
one-week setback resulted in its removal, repair and re-installation.  Four intake manifold studs were not 
prepped properly with thread sealer and coolant leaks were the consequence.  This required unhooking the 
vacuum lines and the throttle linkages in order to remove the manifold to properly fix the problem.  Another 
problem arose when we were turning the engine to lube the cylinder walls and found that there was not a drain 
plug on the torus behind the flywheel. Another delay while we located the missing plug.  I t had never been 
installed by the people who re-built the tranny! 

Next, eight hours were needed to install the new windshield because the replacement gasket for the windshield 
had not been properly manufactured.  It took three tries to get the glass to seal. 

It was now time to see if this EXPENSIVE venture would run.  So we winched the ’50 into the trailer and 
hauled it off to the engine shop.  This is same shop that just did a valve job on our ’70 442. (That’s another 
story) Our plan was to start the motor, time and tune it.  Guess what!!  It would not start!  It was re-built 15 
years ago and NEVER RUN!  It was so tight that we had to turn it over with a 12v battery, isolating the starter 
from the rest of the car.  It did finally start and then we discovered that the front seal was leaking. And, in 
addition, there did not appear to be any oil pressure.  As you all know, you just don’t run an engine without oil 
pressure. What we discovered was that the oil line to the dash gauge must have a kink. By installing a pressure 
gauge on the block, we found that there was 45 pounds of pressure.  Good news, finally!  We can deal with the 
line later.  Isn’t a restoration fun? 

As soon as these little issues are fixed, we will be able to complete the last few details such as installing the 
door panels which have been waiting for a year and then the carpet and seats.  Our departure date for Bowling 
Green is July 14 and we will have the ’50 completed and in the trailer! 

Update on the update!!  We THOUGHT that we had the engine running.  Wrong!  As you read this, the car 
is now in Lynden, WA at the shop belonging to Greg Hinton’s cousin because I was told that it had a bad 
camshaft.{When this restoration is completed I will owe a huge thanks to Greg for making this final repair 
possible.}  That diagnosis turned out to also be wrong by the shop that fixed the leaks.  It has a bent push rod 
on No, 1 cylinder and a bad lifter.  How could someone re-build an engine and not see this?  It will now be 
another few days…. It looks like some mid-night oil will be burned before we leave for Bowling Green. 
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Instead of talking about car restoration in this column this month, I would like to ask you, our fellow OCA 
members, to share with us your opinions regarding several issues that came up at the 2007 Nationals. 
 
While at the Nationals in Bowling Green this year, yours truly was appointed to a committee to determine 
whether or not the OCA should supply funding up to $15,000 for putting on a Nationals in the future. This 
was a request from the chapter that is hosting the 2008 Nationals in Detroit.  They are concerned that they 
may need additional funding to put on the Nationals.  (We certainly know what a challenge hosting the 
Nationals can be). 
 
I would like to throw out to you a suggestion that I have made to the OCA committee that is exploring ideas 
regarding funding a Nationals. First some background. Currently, we have commitments thru 2010 for 
hosting the Nationals.  As of now, 2011 is an open date.  That is only three years from our next Nationals, 
and we know how fast that time can pass.  If a chapter does not come forward next year to offer to put on the 
2011 Nationals, we could possibly be facing a year without a Nationals. 
 
My suggestion to the committee is to have the OCA underwrite and be the host for the Nationals each year 
financially, choosing the location and selecting two chapters in the area to staff the Nationals.  The location 
could possibly be rotated between the East and West Coasts, alternately.  This arrangement would remove 
from the chapters any potential financial burden that they currently fear.  This year in Bowling Green, we 
saw how effectively two chapters could work together when the Motor City Rockets came to support the 
Music City Rockets, who were understaffed.  We know first hand how much another chapter can help with 
support, as the B. C. Chapter did to help our Puget Sound Chapter in hosting the 2005 Nationals. 
 
Yours truly is also on the Judging Committee whose job it is to review and update judging rules and classes. 
There has been considerable confusion as to what constitutes an “Un-restored” car.  Currently, you can 
repaint two panels, or change two seat cushions among other changes etc, as the rules are currently written.  
It is my opinion, that if you make ANY changes to a cars appearance, it is no longer “un-restored”.  I have 
submitted that if you repaint part of a car, you have an advantage in judging over a car that has had no work 
done to it. 
 
The Antique Automobile Club of America awards a plaque to an “un-restored” car for its Historic 
Preservation instead of judging it against others. A car is original only once and if you begin to repaint or re-
upholster, you have removed it from its un-restored condition, in my opinion. I am suggesting that the OCA 
adopt similar rules to what the AACA is using to determine an un-restored car. 
 
As members of the OCA and the Puget Sound Chapter, your input is desired.  If you have opinions or 
thoughts regarding these two subjects, would you please let us know?  You may send an e-mail us at 
ekonsmo@msn.com with any thoughts that you might want to express. They will be appreciated. 
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 No August meeting  
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The Oldsmobile Zone Show of 2007 
 

It started out as a cool and breezy morning; then the sun spun 
some sunshine on a fine line of Oldsmobiles.  Once again, 

The Puget Sound Chapter had its annual zone show. 
 

Great music filled the air --- Thank you, Ed Straw.  The ladies 
were busy with registrations, the raffles, the “Little Store”, and 

counting ballots to see who would win the five (5) Choice 
Awards.  We thank the ladies --- Erma Booth, Judy Iverson, 

Kathy Straw, Mary Lindholm and Maggie Salazar. 
 

Lunch was served around 1:00 pm this year, and worked out 
wonderfully.  Raffles were drawn throughout the afternoon, 
with the Grand Prize Raffles being drawn after the awards 

Presentation.  Thank you to everyone who donated 
the items for the raffles; and to all the winners! 

 
After all the laughter and frivolity, the Choice Awards 

were presented as follows: 
 

 Favorite Car to Take to the Drags: 
Charles Wascher, with his 

1970 - 442 W30. 
 

Favorite Car to Take Cruisin’: 
Ed Straw, with his  

1957 – 98 Convertible 
 

This Is My Father’s Oldsmobile: 
Don Wahlstrom, with his 

1936 – L-36 
 

Best of Show: 
Roland Whited, with his 

1933 – L33 
 

Best of Chapter 
Dave Soball, with his 1957 – 88 Fiesta Wagon. 
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The award for the Longest Distance Driven to the Show,  
was given to Dave Soball. 

 
 

 There were some people who were missed --- the Nationals 
were just too close this year!  

And we sure missed having John and Diane Lamb. 
Be sure you two are here next year! 

 
                                                       Special thanks go out to: 

Ed Straw for guiding me through the  
process of the show;  

and to Ed Booth and Jim Rogers 
 for their assistance throughout.   

And, I need to add one more  
“Thank You”  to  

Don Wahlstrom and Bill Iverson 
for taking all the pictures this year. 

I realize there may be a few I have forgotten to  
thank, so I say “Thank You” to all of you who 

volunteered, and participated in making our  
show this year such a fun event! 

 
From all of us in the club, I would like to give a 

big “Thank You” to our illustrious 
President, Nina Rogers. You are doing 

one heck of a job. 
 

 
Your Chapter Representative, 

N. Peter Salazar 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
Best of Chapter – ’57  88 Fiesta  Wagon – Dave Soball          This Is My Father’s Oldsmobile -DonWahlstrom            
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  Favorite Car to Take Cruisin’ - Ed Straw ‘s ‘57                              Favorite Car to Take to the Drags       . 
        Charles Wascher, with his – 1970  442 W30 

  
Best of Chapter Award – Dave Soball                              Car Show   Scene                          

 
                                                                    More car show scenes… 

 


