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The editors want to thank those who have 
recently provided “Here’s My Ride” articles 
for the upcoming newsletters.  We can 
ALWAYS use more…   A special thank you to 
Rick Patterson, who went “above and 
beyond” in supplying info.  �
�
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Information to be considered for submittal in to the newsletter needs to be received by the 25th of the month. Please send your 
information as an e-mail or attach it to your e-mail in word document form.  If you have problems or questions, call Ed or Pam 
at 253-845-2288.  Please e-mail your submittal to: ekonsmo@msn.com. 
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IT’S UPDATE TIME!  As I am sure everyone knows a car restoration can be a very rewarding and also a very 
frustrating experience.  Well, we are at the frustrating stage.  For the past two months it seems as though we 
havetaken one step forward and two steps backward each week in an effort to complete the ’50 on time. 

Here’s a small list of what we had to conquer.  A  NOS radiator was installed in the car with a bad seam. A one-
week setback resulted in its removal, repair and re-installation.  Four intake manifold studs were not prepped 
properly with thread sealer and coolant leaks were the consequence.  This required unhooking the vacuum lines 
and the throttle linkages in order to remove the manifold to properly fix the problem.  Another problem arose 
when we were turning the engine to lube the cylinder walls and found that there was not a drain plug on the torus 
behind the flywheel. Another delay while we located the missing plug.  I t had never been installed by the people 
who re-built the tranny! 

Next, eight hours were needed to install the new windshield because the replacement gasket for the windshield 
had not been properly manufactured.  It took three tries to get the glass to seal. 

It was now time to see if this EXPENSIVE venture would run.  So we winched the ’50 into the trailer and 
hauledit off to the engine shop.  This is same shop that just did a valve job on our ’70 442. (That’s another story) 
Our plan was to start the motor, time and tune it.  Guess what!!  It would not start!  It was re-built 15 years ago 
and NEVER RUN!  It was so tight that we had to turn it over with a 12v battery, isolating the starter from the res 
of the car.  It did finally start and then we discovered that the front seal was leaking. And, in addition, there did 
not appear to be any oil pressure.  As you all know, you just don’t run an engine without oil pressure. What we 
discovered was that the oil line to the dash gauge must have a kink. By installing a pressure gauge on the block, 
we found that there was 45 pounds of pressure.  Good news, finally!  We can deal with the line later.  Isn’t a 
restoration fun? 

As soon as these little issues are fixed, we will be able to complete the last few details such as installing the door 
panels which have been waiting for a year and then the carpet and seats.  Our departure date for Bowling Green i 
July 14 and we will have the ’50 completed and in the trailer! 

Update on the update!!  We THOUGHT that we had the engine running.  Wrong!  As you read this, the car is 
now in Lynden, WA at the shop belonging to Greg Hinton’s cousin because I was told that it had a bad c 
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 No August meeting  
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The trip to the Hershey Swap Meet and AACA Regional meet in Hershey, PA a few weeks ago was once 
again a fantastic experience.  I would recommend to every Olds enthusiast that you try to attend this great 
event at least once in your lifetime. Walking 180 plus acres of swap meet grounds can be a  tiring but very 
rewarding experience, especially when you find the one item you’ve needed for years. 
 
On display in the show field Saturday were some of the finest restorations I’ve ever seen.  Also, many 
examples of original un-restored cars were featured in the “Historic Preservation of Features Class”.  The 
subject of what is an “un-restored” vehicle has been a long time disputed discussion among collectors.  The 
position of the AACA is that if you change, paint or re-chrome parts on a vehicle it is no longer un-restored 
and original.  Of course, tires, brakes, belts and tune-up parts are acceptable changes. 
 
Recently, as a member of the OCA Judging committee, I suggested a change in the wording of Class 18 Un-
restored vehicles 25 years and older. The committee discussed what the class requirements should be and the 
following change to Class 18 will be adopted for the 2008 Nationals in Dearborn, MI, July 29 to August 3, 
2008: 
 
Class 18: Un-restored Original Class 
 
Includes vehicles that are at least 25 years old and have retained original features as manufactured 
such as paint, upholstery, engine compartment, etc., essentially as delivered.  Allowable exceptions are 
replacement of safety items such as tires and brakes.  If ANY paint work, re-chroming or upholstery 
changes are made to the vehicle, the vehicle would be classified in the proper Stock/Restored Class. 
 
This vehicle is NOT judged for points.  It will be judged for authenticity as noted on the Certification 
Form.  A “Preservation of Original Features” plaque will be presented to the participant at the 
Awards Banquet recognizing the vehicle.  Once the vehicle has been entered in “Class 18 Un-restored 
Original” and received an award, it is no longer eligible for an award in the Class.  It may be 
displayed at future OCA Nationals in a special area for previous Class 18 award winners.  If the 
vehicle undergoes a restoration or has modifications as described above, it shall be entered in the 
appropriate Stock/Restored Class and the Preservation of Original Features Award is to be returned. 
 
The participant will complete the following entry form for Class 18 Un-restored Original and present 
it to the Head Judge for the meet. (The form is not included in this column) 
 
NEWS FLASH! One of our own Olds restorers and collectors, Dave Sutton, just found and purchased a 
1953 Fiesta, a “once in a lifetime” find.  This car has been in the same family since it was purchased in 
Portland, OR in 1953. The Fiesta had been moved to Frederickson, near Tacoma, seven years ago.  It was 
discovered by Dave Butler who put Dave in touch with the owners.  Over a two to three month period, 
negotiations on this rare car took place and a few days ago, the “treasure” was trailered to its new home in 
British Columbia.  On a scale of 1 to 10, Dave says that the car is an 8.5 with almost no rust.  I understand 
that it is in primer that had been applied during an amateur restoration attempt.  As soon as Dave completes 
the restoration of the ‘56 Starfire convertible currently occupying a stall, the Fiesta will be next. 
Incidentally, Dave will putting on the market several of his finest restorations that will need to leave in order 
to make room for the find of the year, the 1953 Fiesta. 
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Back in 1968, after many cars and several "Hot Rods" including a '55 Chevy with a 375hp 327 and very stock 
'60 Corvette Coupe, I found the car that would stay in my mind for decades to come. A Target Red '65 Olds  
Cutlass Holiday Coupe. I brought it from the Titus Ford Used Car lot in Tacoma. My wife Anne (we were just 
dating then) immediately dubbed this red car of mine "Ruby". Well, a few years later, Anne and I were married 
and figured we should be driving a more "practical" car, so Ruby was "traded-in" for a station wagon, or 
something. But in the back of mind, that great looking body style would always stay with me. So in about 2005,  
I started trying to find another "Ruby", and in October of 2006 I brought home a very familiar looking car. It  
was a red '65 Olds Cutlass Holiday Coupe. This one from California and Anne immediately dubbed this "new" 
red Olds, "Ruby II". Our four year old grandson just calls it "Grampy's old red car."  
 
Not knowing the car, and not wanting to drive it nearly 900 miles, I convinced my brother (and his big Ford 
Pickup) to help me trailer this new project home. We made it a "road trip" and had a great time. We hadn't  
spent time together like that for many years. He is a former "Olds guy" too, with a black '68 442 and a white '65 
Holiday Coupe under his belt. We started home from Fresno, CA in 75 degree sunshine and ended up in DuPont, 
Washington two days later, a 40 degree October day and raining cats and dogs.  
 
This car was built in Fremont, California and it spent most of her life in the Los Angeles area. She has had one  
re-paint (a couple shades darker than '65 Target Red), some seat covers, headliner and carpet. And that's about 
it. The previous owner spent a little on some "mechanical fixes", like brakes, starter, battery, fuel pump and the 
like. It's an original AC car, so I am re-wiring and re-plumbing to get the AC going. The odometer reads 
70,124, though I'm sure it must be 170K. We're the fourth owners. Originally purchased at Kaiser Oldsmobile  
of Los Angeles by school nurse Jane Kellner and driven for 11 years before being sold to Doug Alexander of 
Monrovia, CA.  Doug owned it for 24 years and after he passed away, his executor "donated" the car to the 
Children's Fund of Hollywood, CA. Matt Babick of Fresno acquired her in 2005.  
 
So far, we have re-newed the interior including new door and rear panel, dash pad, original radio, tuned and   
re-carbed the motor, re-habbed and re-spatter painted the trunk and detailed under the hood. We also gave her 
new pipes (she sounds a lot like the original Ruby) and installed a new set of American Racing - Ansen Sprint 
wheels, just like  Ruby "One" ran on.  Plans for the future include new Target Red paint, conversion to floor 
mounted shift (I'm re-building a console now) and many, many, many other details ..... An on-going project as 
they say.  
 
We love to tune the push-button AM radio to KIXI for the old songs and cruise on nice Sundays.   

 
Rick and Anne Patterson, DuPont, WA 
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Ruby and Rick in 1969 
RUBY I 

  Rick’s ’65 Holiday Coupe CC 
RUBY II 
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Happy Birthday to all!!! 

 
 
 
 

Classified ads are free to Puget Sound Olds Club members, unlimited words within reason.  They will run for thee 
consecutive months.  Please submit your classified advertisement in electronic format by the 25th of the month to 
ekonsmo@msn.com. �    
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