
Puget Sound Oldsmobile Club – August 2007      1 

   

�������
�

�
 
 

 

 

 

BETWEEN THE BUMPERS     MEETING MINUTES      “HERE’S MY RIDE” 
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Information to be considered for submittal in to the newsletter 
needs to be received by the 25th of the month. Please send your 
information as an e-mail or attach it to your e-mail in word 
document form.  If you have problems or questions, call Ed or 
Pam at 253-845-2288.  Please e-mail your submittal to: 
ekonsmo@msn.com. 
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IT’S UPDATE TIME!  As I am sure everyone knows a car restoration can be a very rewarding and also a very 
frustrating experience.  Well, we are at the frustrating stage.  For the past two months it seems as though we 
have taken one step forward and two steps backward each week in an effort to complete the ’50 on time. 

Here’s a small list of what we had to conquer.  A  NOS radiator was installed in the car with a bad seam. A 
one-week setback resulted in its removal, repair and re-installation.  Four intake manifold studs were not 
prepped properly with thread sealer and coolant leaks were the consequence.  This required unhooking the 
vacuum lines and the throttle linkages in order to remove the manifold to properly fix the problem.  Another 
problem arose when we were turning the engine to lube the cylinder walls and found that there was not a drain 
plug on the torus behind the flywheel. Another delay while we located the missing plug.  I t had never been 
installed by the people who re-built the tranny! 

Next, eight hours were needed to install the new windshield because the replacement gasket for the windshield 
had not been properly manufactured.  It took three tries to get the glass to seal. 

It was now time to see if this EXPENSIVE venture would run.  So we winched the ’50 into the trailer and 
hauled it off to the engine shop.  This is same shop that just did a valve job on our ’70 442. (That’s another 
story) Our plan was to start the motor, time and tune it.  Guess what!!  It would not start!  It was re-built 15 
years ago and NEVER RUN!  It was so tight that we had to turn it over with a 12v battery, isolating the starter 
from the rest of the car.  It did finally start and then we discovered that the front seal was leaking. And, in 
addition, there did not appear to be any oil pressure.  As you all know, you just don’t run an engine without oil 
pressure. What we discovered was that the oil line to the dash gauge must have a kink. By installing a pressure 
gauge on the block, we found that there was 45 pounds of pressure.  Good news, finally!  We can deal with the 
line later.  Isn’t a restoration fun? 

As soon as these little issues are fixed, we will be able to complete the last few details such as installing the 
door panels which have been waiting for a year and then the carpet and seats.  Our departure date for Bowling 
Green is July 14 and we will have the ’50 completed and in the trailer! 

Update on the update!!  We THOUGHT that we had the engine running.  Wrong!  As you read this, the car 
is now in Lynden, WA at the shop belonging to Greg Hinton’s cousin because I was told that it had a bad 
camshaft.{When this restoration is completed I will owe a huge thanks to Greg for making this final repair 
possible.}  That diagnosis turned out to also be wrong by the shop that fixed the leaks.  It has a bent push rod 
on No, 1 cylinder and a bad lifter.  How could someone re-build an engine and not see this?  It will now be 
another few days…. It looks like some mid-night oil will be burned before we leave for Bowling Green. 
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We have just returned from the 2007 Nationals and had a very successful trip.  First, an update on what was 
REALLY wrong with the engine in the ’50.  The shop at Hinton’s Buick-Chevrolet in Lynden cannot be 
thanked enough for their tenacity in finding what was wrong with the ‘50’s engine. I owe Greg Hinton many 
thanks for making the arrangements on such short notice to have the engine repaired.  Usually you need to 
make an appointment well in advance for such a project.  But shop manager Wayne cleared the space and 
time to handle it.  It seems that the person who re-built it years ago mixed valve-train parts from various 
years.  The push rods, rocker arms and lifters are different in the ’49-51’s than those in ’52 and later.  It 
seems as though they used some parts from each group.  Thanks to Dave Sutton for having all of the 
necessary parts and delivering them to the dealership for me! 
 
Now for the trip to the Nationals; it was a very long and hot trip on the way there.  In Idaho, it was 106 
degrees when we climbed the pass through the Blue Mountains.  The F150 pulled the pass without a 
problem.  If we had driven a diesel, it would have been easier to keep up with Greg Hinton’s “big block” 
Suburban.  Next year when we go to the 2008 Nationals, we hope to have a Powerstroke diesel! 
 
Fuel costs after you leave the State of Washington are much higher until you reach Bowling Green, KY. 
Nebraska had the highest prices at $3.29 to $3.69 per gallon.  They also have worst freeways.  On the way 
home we took I-70 through Kansas instead of returning on I-80 through Nebraska.  The freeways in Kansas 
are as smooth as glass. It was good to get back the Pacific Northwest with a more moderate climate and 
much lower priced fuel. 
 
For the first time ever, a chapter hosting the Nationals used an outside agency to handle all of the 
arrangements.  The Entourage agency headed by Lena Mulcahy did a fantastic job in all areas.  The Music 
City Rockets are a very small chapter of only 15 members and with the help of members from the Motor 
City Rockets, the 2008 hosts; they pulled off a great Nationals. 
 
At the Board of Directors meeting on Thursday, the New England Olds Club was awarded the 2010 
Nationals in the Boston area.  More information will be available later concerning the definite location. 
Also, the contract for Brad Bishop, the JWO Editor, was renewed for another three years.  He has done a 
fantastic job in bringing the JWO to the high quality magazine that it is.  He was also awarded the “Golden 
Quill” award for his excellent work. 
 
Our ’50 Town Sedan was one of the hits of the meet.  It was very rewarding to have fellow OCA members 
comment on the quality of the restoration.  On Saturday morning we looked at the judging results and were 
very pleased to find that we had received a First Place award.  But the best was yet to come.  On Saturday 
evening at the Awards Banquet when Class 4 (1949-50) was announced, we could hardly believe our eyes 
when the photo of our ’50 Olds was flashed on the big screen as the “Best of Class” winner.  Somehow the 
pain of what we went through during the past few months to get the car ready seemed to fade away. 
 
Perhaps next year more members of our chapter could caravan to the Nationals in Detroit.  It is a very 
rewarding experience.  The dates are August 6-10 - so start planning now. 
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The Puget Sound Rocket is the voice of the local chapter of 
the OCA.  Views expressed herein may, or may not be 
those of the Puget Sound Olds Club. For membership, 
contact Membership Chairman, Bill Iverson. Please direct 
needs, leads to the Editor.  Contributions are welcome. No 
payment is made for articles. Material submitted will be 
considered as assignment of all rights. DUE DATE FOR 

ALL MATERIALS IS THE 25th OF THE MONTH. 
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OLDSMOBILE CLUB OF AMERICA 
PUGET SOUND CHAPTER 

July 7, 2007 
M I N U T E S 

 
The meeting was preceded by demonstration of Griot's Car Care products.  Griot's also provided some of their 
products for a raffle.  Erma Booth, Vicki Martinson and Maggie Salazar were winners.  
 
Meeting called to order by Nina Rogers, president. 
 
Treasurer's Report – Kathi Straw – approved.  We now have membership in the LeMay Museum.   
Membership included two tickets to their event.  The tickets will be raffle items at the zone show. 
 
Minutes – Minutes of the June meeting were approved. 
 
Zone Director – Erik Martinson – Erik has a printout of the issues to be presented to the board at Nationals.  
430 cars are registered. 
 
 Zone Show – Pete Salazar – There are 10 cars registered at this date.  Pete would like help in setting up for 
the show.  Be at the field by 7:30. 
 
Nina encouraged members to introduce themselves to “visitors” at the show.  She enlisted three new members 
this way at last year's show.  
 
Newsletter – Ed Konsmo – Using a color first page on newsletters that need to be mailed out costs $17  per 
month.  It was agreed to continue having the first page in color.  
 
Fall Rally – Erik and Vicki Martinson - A restaurant has been selected for the Saturday night banquet.  
 
Next meeting – Sunday, August 26, 1 p.m., Redmond Library 
 
Thank You – Nina presented Kathi Straw, Treasurer, and Mary Lindholm, Secretary with plaques in 
appreciation for their work in the club.  
 
Raffle Results 
Quality Gift – Garage Stool - donated by Mary Lindholm - won by Ed Konsmo.  Ed donated it to the zone 
show raffle. 
          
Bug and tar remover – Mary Lindholm 
Electroflare – Faye Steik 
Model See's Candy Truck – Don Wahlstrom 
Protectant Spray – Ed Konsmo 
Car wash – Mary Lindholm 
Griot's Leather Cleaner – Ed Straw 
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One of the race cars at Nationals – it ran a 9.64 sec. ¼ mi.                   This ’57 won Best of Class in Modified 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
          Our ’50 finally  made it to Nationals!                                             Didrik and Anne Wallis’ 1957 Olds 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
      1937 Sedan – Class 3 – Best of Class                                                     1903 Curved Dash 

 


